II

DISRAELI

DISRAELI'S character is epitomised in this extract
from a speech made to his constituents at Shrewsbury
in August, 1844:
"There is no doubt, gentlemen, that all men
who offer themselves as candidates for public favour have
motives of some sort.   I candidly acknowledge that I have,
and I will tell you what they are; I love fame; I love public
reputation; I love to live in the eyes of the country; and it
is a glorious thing for a man to do who has had my difficulties
to contend against.'7

How he loved these things, and how colossal were his
difficulties 1

One saw in the conventional statesman of his day a Christian
landed gentleman educated at a public school and Oxford or
Cambridge, Disraeli, born neither a Christian nor landed, was
educated at more or less obscure private schools* The landed
gentlemen never needed even to think of money, whereas from
his youth to his advanced middle life Disraeli found himself
encumbered by debts and the prey of moneylenders,

He was born on December aist, 1804, a* 6 King's Road,
Bedford Row, London, which is now 22 Theobald's Road*
He had an elder sister, Sarah, the "Sa" to whom he addressed
his immense correspondence with her, born in 1802, his great
friend and confidante up to the time of her death on December
I9th> 1859,

Modern psychologists would probably decide that he suffered
at any rate during the early part of his life, and probably through-
out the whole of it, from an inferiority complex, This explains
his poses, his arrogance on occasion, his fantastic manner of
dressing as a young man, the grandiose style of his writing and
oratory* It was he who coined the celebrated phrase, which he
applied to Gladstone; "A sophisticated rhetorician, inebriated
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